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1.
For each mental illness, (clinical depression, bipolar disorder and schizophrenia) list the neurotransmitters involved, the nature of the imbalance of the neurotransmitter, the drugs used in their treatment, and side-effects of each of these drugs. 
	Mental Illness
	Neurotransmitter involved
	Drugs used in treatment
	Side-effects of drugs

	Clinical depression


	
	
	

	Bipolar disorder


	
	
	

	Schizophrenia


	
	
	


2.
For each street drug, (alcohol, marijuana, cocaine, heroin, RohypnolTM, ecstasy and

OxyContin®) list the effects on neural pathways, the short-term effects of the drug and the long-term effects of the drug.
	Drug
	Effect on neural pathway
	Short-term effects
	Long term effects

	Alcohol


	
	
	

	Marijuana


	
	
	

	Cocaine


	
	
	

	Heroin


	
	
	

	Rohypnol
	
	
	

	Ecstasy


	
	
	

	Oxycontin
	
	
	 


3. What are the dangers of using designer drugs?

4. For each of the prescription drugs, (opioids, CNS depressants and stimulants) list the effects on neural pathways, the short-term effects of the drug and the long-term effects of the drug.

	Drug
	Effect on neural pathway
	Short-term effects
	Long-term effects

	Opiods


	
	
	

	CNS depressants
	
	
	

	Stimulants


	
	
	


Extensions

1. Debate the pros and cons of the use of marijuana in the treatment of chronic pain.

2. Debate the merits of whether or not to use drugs for treatments of nervous diseases such as mental illness disorders despite the side effects of these drugs.
3. Debate the merits of legalizing marijuana. Research the present legislation regarding the legalization of marijuana.
4. Using the knowledge that you have gained about the causes of mental illness, respond to the following statement: “Mental illness is a figment of one’s imagination and one can choose whether or not to control his/her thoughts.”
5. Choose a drug of interest to research. Report your findings in the form of a magazine article.

Source: _________________________________________________________________

6. Write a letter to an imaginary friend whom you know is abusing drugs. In this letter, use what you know about the dangers of drug use to persuade them quit and seek help.
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