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Biology 3201

Teacher: 
Ms. Kara Bourgeois 
karabourgeois@nlesd.ca
Website:

http://karabourgeoisbiology.weebly.com

Text:


McGraw-Hill Ryerson: Biology

Description:
Biology 3201 is an academic Pan-Canadian science course that aims to develop scientific literacy. Scientific Literacy is an evolving combination of the science related attitudes, skills, and knowledge students need to develop inquiry, problem-solving, and decision-making abilities; to become lifelong learners; and to maintain a sense of wonder about the world around them.
This course is a continuation of introduction to biological principles that was begun in Biology 2201 and includes topics such as the nervous system, endocrine system, reproduction, genetics, and evolution. The units are to be covered in the sequence outlined below. The numbers of hours of instruction are only approximate and serve as a guide only.

Unit 1: Maintaining Dynamic Equilibrium II



23 hours

Core Lab 1: The Nervous System & Reflex Responses
Core STSE Lab 1: Drugs and Homeostasis
Core Lab 2: Identifying Diabetes Mellitus
Unit 2: Reproduction & Development




31 hours

Core Lab 3: Observing the Cell Cycle in Plant & Animal Cells
Core STSE 2: Stem Cell Research
Core Lab 4: Reproductive Structures in Flowers
Core Lab 5: The Menstrual Cycle
Unit 3: Genetic Continuity





44 hours

Core Lab 6: Karyotype Lab
Core Lab 7A: DNA Structure and Replication
Core Lab 7B: Simulating Protein Synthesis
Core STSE 3: Genetics Research in Newfoundland & Labrador
Unit 4: Evolution, Change, & Diversity




18 Hours

Core Lab 8: Population Genetics & the Hardy Weinburg Principle
Core STSE 4: Extraterrestrial Life: Myth or Reality
Evaluation Scheme for Biology 3201:

	Unit
(Guide)
	Categories
(Gradebook)
	Hours of Instruction (including evaluation)
	Category Weighting
(Gradebook)

	1
	Maintaining Dynamic Equilibrium
	23 Hours
	15.9%

	2
	Reproduction and Development
	31 Hours
	21.4%

	3
	Genetic Continuity
	44 Hours
	30.3%

	4
	Evolution, Change and Diversity
	18 Hours
	12.4%

	
	
	
	

	
	Midyear Exam
	
	20%


Table of Specifications:
This Table of Specifications is reviewed annually before the provincial (public) examination is developed.  It is used for two main reasons.  First, it guides the construction of the public examination by outlining a percent value for each cognitive level and unit of study.  Secondly, the total percentage for each unit directly corresponds to the suggested time for teaching that unit.

	Unit
	Cognitive Level %

	
	1
	2
	3
	Total %

	Maintaining Dynamic Equilibrium
	8
	8
	4
	20

	Reproduction and Development
	11
	11
	5
	27

	Genetic Continuity
	15
	15
	8
	38

	Evolution, Change, and Diversity
	6
	6
	3
	15

	Total %
	40
	40
	20
	100


The evaluation instrument will contain 15-20% of core lab and STSE (Science, Technology, Society, and the environment) content.
IMPORTANT POINTS

Performance assessment:

· Assignments, homework, labs, projects etc. are a great opportunity for students to improve their mark, especially if they have difficulty on tests and quizzes.  Students are often given the opportunity to complete work on these assignments in class and are given the opportunity to ask for help.  It is important that students understand the importance of punctuality when passing in assignments, labs, papers etc.
· Homework is directly related to your level of success or failure in this course.  Homework is expected to always be done for the beginning of class and will be checked regularly.
· All assigned written work (such as an assignment, pre-lab exercise, lab report), which is to be passed in on a due date, is to be passed in at the beginning of class upon entering. Work cannot be completed during class time on its due date.
Tests and quizzes:

· It is important that students be present to write all tests. This offers important feedback on how students are progressing in the course.  
· If a formal test or quiz is missed, a signed note with contact telephone number or e-mail to the teacher is required from your parent or guardian.  The note should briefly explain why the class was missed.  Notes are not acceptable if they do not contain a contact phone number or e-mail, such that the authenticity of the note may be checked if desired. It is the responsibility of the student to bring the note and not the responsibility of the teacher to remind the student. 
If you delay passing in assignments or completing tests you will quickly fall behind in the course.  
STUDY HABITS

Biology 3201 is a study subject, as well as activity/lab based.  It is important that students study their notes and handouts on a regular basis.  It is also important that students have a well-organized set of notes/handouts. Homework needs to also be completed regularly. It is simply not enough to study a week prior to a test and expect to do well.  Regular review will ensure a student's success.

COURSE MATERIALS

Students will be expected to keep a binder portfolio for each unit.  This portfolio will be used to keep notes, homework, study guides, worksheets, laboratory reports and any other course materials.  Materials from this binder portfolio will be passed in and evaluated on a regular basis.  In fact, after each test student will submit a duotang/folder containing the work pertaining to the test. This portfolio will be essential to the overall success of students in this course since it will comprise a portion of the overall mark.  It is also important in that it keeps all the materials necessary for preparation of tests and exams
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